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To rue Epiror or THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
Sir, 


N the first volume of the Modern Universal History there 

is the best and most comprehensive narrative of the life of 
the false prophet Mohammed that is printed in the English 
language ; this valuable work was edited by the celebrated 
Dr. Samuel Johnson; the best edition consists of sixty-five vo- 
Jumes large octavo; and as the greater part of your readers 
may not have an opportunity of perusing so costly a book, [ 
have selected for their notice Mohammed’s Journey to the Sen 
venth Heaven, which 1 presume they will read with much in- 
terest. 

Your’s, &c. 
Ss. W. 
Exeter, June 8, 1813. 


Mohammed's Journey to the Secenth Heaven. 


MOHAMMED lying in the open air between the moun- 
tains of Al Safa and Merw: i, in the neighbourhood of Mecca, 
according to the tradition of Aba Horreira, was one night ac- 
costed by the angel Gabriel, and another heavenly spirit. Ga- 
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brie! opened Mohammed’s heart, wrung out the black drop, or 
seed of original sin, washed and cleansed it, filled it with wis. 
dom and faith, and then put it into its proper place, out of 
which he had taken it for the more expeditious and convenient 
performance of that operation. Afterwards Gabriel, with se. 
venty pair of wings expanded from his sides, brought to our 
apostle the beast Al Borak, which, say the Mohammedans, 
was the beast the prophets used to ride, when they were car- 
ried from one place to another, upon the execution of any di- 
vine command. Mohammed describes this animal to have been 
as white as milk, to have resembled an ass as well as a mule, 
and to have been of a size something less than the latter, but 
larger than the former. According to the tradition of Abu 
Lloreira, the face of Al Borak was like that of a man, and his 
jaws like those of a horse. I1is eyes shone with as great a lus- 
tre as the stars would do, were they enlighte ned by the solar 
rays, and he had two wings resembling those of an eagle. The 
Mosleins also pretend that he was endued with a rational soul; 
so that he could hear, reasou, and understand, though he was 
destitute vaturally of the faculty of speech. He could move 
with such surprising velocity, that he was able to pass from 
one place to another as quick as lightning; from whtence be 
received the name of Al Borak, which denotes lightning, or 
rather the author of lightning, the thunderer, in the Arabic 
tongue. At Mohammed’s ap proach, he kicked with great 
force, and would not s: iffer the prophet to mount him. | Upon 
which, Gi br el immediately interposed, and addressed himself 
to the beast in the following terms: “ Stand still, (said he,) 
O Borik, 2 and be obedient to Mohammed, for a greater favou- 
rite of God than be is never got upon thy back.” To which 
Al Borak replied, “ Did not lorahim, O Gabriel, the friend of 
Gad, ride upon ine, w m n he went to pay a visit to his son Is- 


mael? Perhi ps. Gal rie}, this is the mediator, intercessor, and 


the author of the new religion, whose fundamental article is, 
THERE Is NO Gov but Gop.” Tothts Gabriel anewerec— 
ee Stand Hsttil, O Borak, stand still; this is Mohammed, the son 
of Abd’allah, the chief of the sons of Adain, the first amdugit 
the prophets and ambassadors, and the seal of them all; his 
tribe is settled in Yaman, aad his re ligion otthodex; ail men, 
through his intercession, hope io enter paradise ; at bis right 
hand is paradise, und at his left bell fire; whoever professes his 
word to be true wil! euter paradise, but whoever accuses him 
of a lie will be thrust into hell.” To this declaration Al Borak 
returned 2, (For God had enabled him to speak on this oceasion,) 
“ O Gabriel, f adjure thee, vy the fiend 
tween the ‘and Mobvammed, to prevail upon bim to admit 
me into paradise, by his tntercession, in the day of the re- 
surrection.” The prophet hearing this adjuration,s.id 19 him; 
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1 


_ Stand still, Borak, through my intercession thou shalt be 
with me in paradise.”» Upon which the beast presently came 
to him, took him on his back, and carried him through the air 
to Jerusalem in the twinkling of an eye. 

He no sooner arrived at that city, than he went to the tem- 
ple, where he found Ibrahim, Musa, and Isa, that is, Abraham, 
Moses, and Jesus, with a great number of the prophets and 
saints, who all saluted him, and immediately went to prayers 
with him. After which, Gabriel and he ascended a ladder of 
light, which they found ready fixed for them, and lett Al Bo- 
rak upon the sacred spot till their return. Then they proceeded 
directly to the first heaven, where, upon their arrival, Gabriel 
knocked at the gate, and having intormed the porter who he 
was, as also that he had brought Mohammed, the friend of 
God, with him, by thedivine command, it was instantly opened. 
This gate he describes to be of a prodigious size. The first 
heaven, he likewise tells us, consisted entirely of pure silver, 
and that he there saw the stars hanging from it by chains of 
gold as large as Mount Noli, near Mecca, in Arabia; and that 
in these stars the angels keep guard, to hinder the devils from 
approaching too near, or prying into the actions, and overhear- 
ing the discourse, of the inhabitants of heaven, in order to 
tempt them. When Mohammed first entered this heaven, he 
saw an old decrepid man, according to the same tradition, who 
called him the best of sons, and the best of prophets. ‘This 
venerable person, as he learned from Gabriel, was our first fa- 
ther Adam, who then, say certain of the Moslems, recom- 
mended himself to his prayers. He also saw, as some pretend, 
an infinite nember of angels of all manner of shapes; and 
amongst those who appeared in the forms of birds, a cock as 
white as snow, of so prodiguous a size, that with his head he 
touched the second heaven, though this was five hundred years 
journey distant from the first, according to the usual computa- 
tion of travellers in the east. Some athrm, that the head of 
this * cock reached up through all the seven heavens, as far as 

4 G2 the 


* This fable of the cock Mohammed has been supplied with I ¢ the 
Talmudists, as has been rightly observed by Dr. Prideaux. The Ba. 
bylonish ‘Talmud mentions a bird culled Ziz, that standeth with his 
feet upon the earth, re icheth up unto the heavens with his head, and 
with the expansion of his wing: totally obscures the solar orb. The 


Chaldee paraphrast on the Psalms likewise describes this bird as a 
cock of the same immense size, and tells us that he crows befure thy 
Lord. He also in his paraphrase on the book of Job informs us, that 
he crows every morning before the Lord, and that God gives bim wis 
dom for this purpose. Al ‘Termedi relates, that this cock’s wings are 


adorned with an infinite number of emeralds, carbuncles, and pearls, 
of inestimable value; and that, at the approach of the day of judve- 
ment, he will pronounce the words praise, sanctity, &e, with u vers 
loud and gonorous voice. 
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the throne of God, which is above seven times higher. His 
wings are represented as adorned with carbuncles and pearls, 
and as extended, when he pleases, towards the east and west, at 
a distance proportionable to his height. The angels appearing 
in the shapes of animals, as Gabriel informed the prophet, in- 
tercede with God for all those living creatures on earth that 
they resemble; those iu the form of men for men, those in the 
form of beasts for beasts, and those in a shape similar to that 
of birds for birds. The angel above meutioned, ewccording to 
Mohammed, is the representative of the cocks, and every 
morning joins with God in singing a holy hymn by his crow- 
ing, which is so loud that all the inhabitants of heaven and 
earth, exceptmen and fairies, can hear it, and then all the other 
cocks, both material and immaterial, crow also. We likewise 
Jearn from Al Termedi, that, at the approach of the day of 
judgement, the great white cock in the first heaven shall be 
commanded to draw in bis wings, and cease crowing, which 
shall be a sign that that day is at hand, to all beings, but mea 
and fairies, who having been before deat to bis crowing, shall 
not then be sensible of his silence. ‘The Mohammedans be- 
lieve, that there are three voices which God always hears; the 
voice of him that is constant in reading the Koran, the voice 
of him that prayeth early every morning for the pardon of his 
sins, and the voice of this great coek, which they think is ever 
most acceptable to him. Some pretend that, according toa 
tradition derived originally from Mohammed, the first heavea 
consists of a thin subtle vapour, called the firmamcut, end that 
the celestial space occupied by this vapour, throvchout the 
vast extent of it, is full of angels and superior intelligent be- 
ings, some of whom profoundly inclined theinselves, aud others 
prostrated themselves, by way of adoration, before Mohan 
med. Tne chief of these were Michael and Asmael, who 
treated Gabriel and Mohammed with the highest marks of dis- 
tinction, 

From the first heaven they advanced to the second, into 
which they were admitted, and met with the same salutation as 
before. We are not informed of what happened to them du- 
ring the course of their ascent; but enly that this heaven is 
about five hundred years journey distant from the former, ac- 
cording to the celerity and method of travelling here on earth. 
The secand heaven consists of a sort of iron, says the tradition, 
called Maun. Here Mohammed is said first to have met with 
Noah, who rejoiced wuch at the sight of him, recommended 
himself tv his prayers, and afterwards with Isa «nd Yahya, that 
is Jesus and John, who both welcomed him to that place, and 
styled him the best of men, and the best of prophets: butthe 
author of the book called Agar differs fiom the teadition, or 
narration, of Abu Hoveira, in the point before us; he places 
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John io the sixth heaven, and Jesus in the seventh, or the 
highest of all. Here Ibrahim, or Abraham, has by the same 
author a place likewise assigned him. [t may not be improper 
to observe, that this writer, though a Moslem, seens to inti- 
mate, that Mohammed acknowiedged himseif to be inferior 
to Christ; which he did, as Mr. Go goier justly remarks, in or- 
der to flatter the Christians; for the true, or orthodox Mos- 
Jems, consider our Saviour as # creature, aad Mohammed at 
the same time as scarce inferior to God bimself, and derive 
the word Mohammed from the divine Mahmud. Some au- 
thors relate, that the substance of the second heaven was pure 
gold; and that ihe prophet saw twice as many angels there 
as in the first, and, amongst them, ove of so prodigious a size 
that his head reached even to the third heaven. Al Bokhari 
agrees with Abu Horcira in assigning Jesus and John a place 
in the second heaven, and Abiaham one in the seventh. 


(To be continued.) 





A SERIES OF NAVAL BULLETINS, 
INSCRIBED TO BUONAPARTE. 
BY LIEUTENANT D. O'BRIEN, R. N. 
(Continued from Page 497.) 


A T night, about the nsual time, I commenced my march, 
4% and took the direetion back that | had followed the pre- 
ceding morning. About eleven, felt very much harassed from 
crossing fields, morasses, Kc. and falling upon a bigh road, I re- 
solved to follow it for some time, especially as Lthoughe it laid 
my way, but could not be certain, the moon and stars being 
still obscured, und L supposed it was too late for travellers to 


interrupt me. 
After quitting a wood on the side of the road, I had to crawl 


upasortof gravel pitto get on it. Imagine my astonish- 
meat !—L no saunes mn the road than [ was challenged, 
qui vive* jin an audible voice, by a gend’arme on horseback. 
L need not point out bh ready ‘I was to quit the bighway at 
that moment; [shall only say, that | made but one jump down 
the gravel pit, crawled trom thence back into the wood, where I 
remained for some time to gather strength, being quite ex- 
hausted. L then proceeded ic the skirts of the wood with- 
out having any idea of where L was going, the night being 


very 


Who comes there ?” 
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very wet and inclement. I fortunately fell in with a cabbage 
garden, close to a cottage near the wood, and eat plentifully of 
them, and laid in a good supply in my pockets for the ensuing 
day. Alterwards I re-entered the wood, in which I remained 
all day. At night [ re-commenced my journey, still embar- 
rassed, in consequence of the weather, to know which way to 
go; this was the most severe night (if possible) 1 had expe- 
rienced ; the roads, pathways, &c. were so deep and heavy 
from the constant rains; rivulets became dangerous rivers, [ 
had to wade through several. 1 had an opportanity again this 
night of feasting upon cabbage stalksy leaves, &c. and stored 
my pockets also. At about eleven o’clock, when marching 
along the skirts of a wood, I observed two men walking very 
fast, ina different direction to me. I immediately supposed 
they were four of my comrades, and they, | thought, were go- 
ing into Holland, which accounted (admitting | was going 
right) for the course they were taking. I stood up close to a 
tree, and whistled an English tune: they on that quickened 
their pace from me. I then whistled (our usual signa!), they 
instantly ran as hard as ever they could. I felt very unhappy, 
as I still imagined they were my old companions ; I even re- 
greited that 1 did not call to them; but the sequel will inform 
the reader how wrong I should have been. 

November, 1807. My feet now began to get blistered, and 
very sore; 1 was also getting excessively weak, it being my 
fifth day, living upon cabbage leaves and stalks. About half 
past two in the morning, I perceived a lonely house on the side 
of a wood. I| imagined | might approach it, and thus endea- 
vour to procure some refreshment ; being of opinion, that af- 
ter so longa ramble (even allowing for the traverse | must upa- 
voidably have made) I was still a great distance from the place 
where | had escaped: I was therefore tempted to try. Accord- 
ingly made towards it. Saw a light in the window, got close 
to the door, peeped through the key-hole, and then the window 
alternately; at last | saw a woman spinning by a rousing fire! 
How anxiously did I wish to be seated by it! Twice had | the 
knocker of the door in my hand, and as often did I drop it; so 
great were my apprehensions and fears of approaching any 
dwelling place; my last rencontre had greatly heightened them, 
and not having plenty of cash to purchase myself off, was 
another powertul reason for alarm. Notwithstanding all my 
fears, and all the embarrassments I laboured under, | at last 
seized the knocker the third time, and rapped: the door was 
opened by aman, who surveyed me from top to toe. [ was 
covered ail over with mud and dirt, and dripping wet: he could 
clearly perceive from my appearance and miserable aspect, 
that l had been secluded for suine time irom my own species, 
and hed been doomed to associate or rather herd with the ani- 
mals 
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mals that inhabit the forests; indeed the voice of the screech- 


ne owls, during my vight wanderings, was the only one I had 
of . heard for some time, which had become quite habitual to me. 
1g While this fellow remained with his eyes riveted on me, I as- 
d sured him in French that I was very thirsty, and asked him if 
fe he would have the goodness to give me something to drink? 
° He could not speak French, but made me understand he had 
te nothing. I discovered a pail of water, and pointed to it; upon 
y which he brought mea ladle full. 1 took the liberty of sitting 
1 by the fire, though this inhospitable boor never asked me. If 
is did not much like the appearance of the place, nor did it 
d appear I had any thing to expect that could be to me of the 
g smallest service. If asked him the road to Strasbourgh ; it was 
y close by. I was about to quit the fire side, when a tailor are 
i rived to work for the family: he also began to survey me very 
ie close. I heard him whisper to the man of the house, and men- 
y tion very distinctly the words Englander and Biche * He 
: then addressed me, and asked if I was authorised to travel, 
i whether I had a passport, and several impertinent questions. 
I replied, that he must be a very impudent fellow to ask such 
. curious improper questiens, and that [ should not gratify a ras- 
. cal of his description; and that [ wished to know by what au- 
’ thority he could presume to interrogate any stranger in so ua- 

handsome a manner. The scoundrel smiled. 1 observed to 
the landlord, that the inclemency of the morning was what 
, occasioned my stopping at his house, particelarly as I had seen 
: no village or public house contiguous; but as there was no 
hopes of the weather becoming tair, L should continue my 


road to Strasburgh, which was twelve leagues off; and Bitche, 
I was given to understand, was only three Jeagues, which mor- 
tited me greatly, to find what little progress | had made in so 
many days. But tv return;—they sat down, tailor and family. 
to breakfast, without asking the unfortunate stranger to pars 
take; so he of course took iis leave and departed. 

November, 1807. ‘To prevent suspicion, L walked on boldly 
on the road. Ut rained excessive heavy, and I was sure thet 
nobody who had any poss:bility of remaming under cover 
would interrupt me. After advancing a short distance, on 
turnmg back I observed my friend, the tailor, with all the rest, 
watching which way | went, I therefore continued the roac, 
until L Jost sight of the house. ‘Thus, hungry ana wet, [ pro- 
ceeded, tolerably well pleased at getting so well off. i auow 
discovered an high mountain covered with rocks and pines 
contiguous to the road. L imagined | shou'd find a more hos- 
pitable retreat iu some cavern amoag those rocks, dian the re- 
cent one which my fellow creatures occupied; and net wisuing 
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to remain exposed any longer on the highway, [ scrambled up, 
and reached the summit. There I found an excellent dry ca- 
vern under an immense rock. [ crept into it, and shortly fell 
into a profound sleep, in which state 1 remained, until I was 
awoke by the grunting of hogs that came to banish the unfor. 
tunate and forlorn usurper, who had so illegally taken posses. 
sion of their habitation. I fouad it quite dusk, and about the 
time | should commence my inarch. So after looking at these 
animals, grateful for the benefits I had received in their cave, 
I descended, and got on the Strasbourgh road, and kept run- 
ning, with little intermission, the whole of the night, notwith- 
standing the excruciating pain [ felt from my blistered feet. 


(To be continued.) 





THE MISSIONS OF PARAGUAY. 
{From Chateaubriand’s “ Beauties of Christianity-”] 
Christian Republic.—Happiness of the Indians. 
(Continued from Page 484.) 


yes first savages who complied with the exhortations of 

the Jesuits were the Guarinis, a tribe scattered along the 
sivers Paranapane, Pirape, and Uraguay. They formed a large 
village under the direction of Fathers Maceta and Cataldino, 
whose names it is but just to preserve among those of the 
benefactors of mankind, This village was called Loretto, and 
in the sequel, as other Indian churches were successively esta- 
blished, they were all comprehended under the general name 
ef Keductions. In afew years their number amounted to 
thirty, and they collectively composed that celebrated Chris- 
tian common wealth, which seemed to be a relic’of antiquity 
discovered in the New World. They conti:med before our 
eyes, that great truth known to Greece aud Rome, that with 
religion, and not with the abstract principles of philosophy, 
men are to-be civilized, and empires founded. 

Each village was governed by two missionaries, who superin- 
tended the affairs, both spiritual aud temporal, of the little re- 
publics. No stranger was permitted to reside there longer 
than three days; and to prevent all such intercourse as was 
liable to corrupt (ie menners of the new Christians, they were 


forbidden to speak the Spanish language ; though all the con 


verts could read and write it correctly. ° 
fia each settlement there were two schools; the one for the 
first rudiments of learning, the other for dancing and music. 
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The latter, which likewise served as a foundation for the laws 
of the ancient republics, was particularly cultivated by the 
Guarinis, who could themselves build organs, and make harps, 
flutes, guitars, and all our martial instruments. 

As soon as a boy had attained the age of seven years, the 
two superiors began to study his charatter, If he appeafed 
adapted for mechanical occupation, he was placed in one of 
the work-shops of the Reduction, the choice of which was left 
to himself. Here he became a goldsmith, gilder, watch-maker, 
locksmith, carpenter, cabinet-maker, weaver, or founder, All 
these trades were originally established by the Jesuits them- 
selves: who had learned all the useful arts for the express pur- 
pose of instructing the Indians in them, without being obliged 
to have recourse to strangers. 

Such of the young people as preferred agricultural pursuits 
were enrolled in the class of husbandmen ; and those who still 
retained any strolling propensity from their former way of life 
wandered about with the flocks. 

The women worked apart from the men, at their own homes. 
At the beginuing of every week, a certain quantfty of wool 
and cotton was distributed among them; this they weie to 
retorn on the Saturday evening, ready for further operations. 
They were likewise engaged in rural employments, which oc- 
cupied their leisure without exceeding their strength. 

There were no public markets in the villages: on stated days 
each family was supplied with the necessaries of life. One of 
the missionaries superintended the distribution, and took care 
that the shares should be proportionate to the number of per- 
sous belonging to each cottage. 

The ringing of a bell was the signal for beginning and leav- 
ing Off work. It was heard at the first dawn of day; when 
the children immediately assembled in the church, and their 
matin concert, like that of the birds, lasted ‘till sun-rise. The 
me. and women afterwards attended mass, and then repaired 
to their respective labours. At the decline of day, the bell 
again summoned tbe new citizens to the altar, and evening 
prayers were chanted in two parts, accompanied by a full 
band. 

The ground was divided into lots, and each family cultiva« 
ted one of them for the supply of its wants, There was 
besides, a public field cailed the Possession of God. The 
produce of this common field was destined to make up for the 
deficiency of bad crops, and to support the widows, orphans, 
and infirm: it likewise served as a fund for war. If, at the 
end of the year, any surplus remained in the public exchequer, 
it went to defray the expenses of the church, and to discharge 
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the tribute of a gold crown, paid by every family to the king 
of Spain, + 

A cacique or war- chief, a corregidor for the administration 
of justice, regidors and alcades for the police and the superin- 
tendence of the public works, composed the civil, military, 
and political establishment of the reductions. These magis- 
trates were elected by the general assembly of the citizens; 
but it appears that they were re only permitted to choose out of 
a certain pomber of persons proposed by the missionaries ; 
this was a Jaw borrowed from the senate and people of Rome. 
There was moreover an officer called fiscal, a kind of public 
censor, elected by the elders. He kept a register of all the 
males capable of bearing arms. <A tenicute was the inspector 
of children: he conducted them to the church, and attended 
them to the schools, carrying a long stick in his band: he re- 
ported to the missionaries such observatior is as he had made on 
the manners, dispositions, and good or bad qualities of his 
pupils. 

Finally, the village was divided into several quarters, each of 
which had a superintendent. As the Indians are naturally 
sluggish and improvideut, a person was appointed to overlook 
the agricultural operations, and to compel the heads of fami- 
jies to cultivate their lands 

In case of any infringement of the laws, the first fault was 
punished by a secret reprimand from the missionaries; the 
second, by # public penance at the door of the church, as 
among the early Christians ; the third, by the discipline of the 
whip. But in the centary aud a balf, during which this repub- 
lic subsisted, we scarcely find a single instance of an Indian 
who incurred the last mentioned chastisement. “ All their 
faults,” says Charlevoix, “ are the faults of children; they 

ontinue such all their lives in ux my things, and have likewise 
all tue good qualities of infancy.” 

The indolent were sentenced to enltivate a larger portion of 
the common field ; so that a judicious economy bad ayade the 
very defects of these innocent creatures subservient to the gene- 
ral prospetity. 

In order to prevent licentiousness, care was taken to marry 
the young people at an early age. Such woinen as had no 
children, retired, during the absence of their husbands, to a 
particular building, called the House of Refuge. ‘The sexes 
were kept alinost completely separate, as in the Grecian repub- 
lies; they had distinct benches at church, and different doors 
at which they went in and out without intermingling. 

There were fixed regulations for every thing, uot ‘excepting 
dress, which, though decent aud becoming, was not ungrace- 

ful. 

+ Charlevoix’s History of Paraguay, Montesquicu has estimat | 


this tribute at one-fifth of the capital, 
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ful. The women wore a plain white tunic, fastened round the 
waist; their arms and legs were uncovered; and their loosely 
flowing bair served them instead of a veil. F 

The men were habited like the ancient Castilians. When 
they went to their work, they put a white frock over this dig- 
pified dress. Those who had siginalized themselves by acts of 
courage or Virtue, were distinguished by frocks uf a purple 
cojour. mn ae 

(To be continued ) 


a — 


EVENING AND MORNING SCENES IN ITALY. 
BAY AND CASTLE OF PROCIDA., 





[From Eustace’s Classical Tour.] 


HERE isno regular inn, I believe, in the town, but 

strangers are received and very well treated in the cas- 
tle. This edifice is large and very roomy, though almost un- 
finished ; it has a small garden to the west and north, sur- 
rounded by a wall, and borders the brow of the precipice. A 
trellice supporting thick spreading vines covers this wali, and 
shades the walk along it, while large windows open at intervals, 
and enable the eye tv range over the view that lies expanded 
beneath. 

At one of these windows | seated myself, and enjoyed the 
glorious exhibition of the setting sun, which then hung in ap- 
pearance over the distant island of Pandataria, and cast a pur- 
ple gleam on all the premontories of Gaieta, and the hills of 
Formic. The purple tints, as the sun descended into the 
waves, brightened into golden streaks, then softened into pur- 
ple again, and gradually deepening into blue, at length melted 
away in darkness. The moon rose soon after; a table was 
placed betore me covered with figs, apricots, and peaches. ‘The 
man and woman who took care ot the palace, a young couple, 
the husband strong and comely, the wife handsome, seated 
themselves opposite to me; their sou, a smart lively boy, 
served at table. After a little conversation, the man took his 
guitar, and accompanied his wife while she sung the evening 
hymn, in a sweet yoice and with great earnestness. Occa- 
sionally the man and boy joined in chorus, and while they sung, 
the eyes of all three were sometimes raised to Heaven and 
sometimes fixed on each other, with a mixed expression of 
piety, affection, and gratitude. [ own, [ never was present at 
an act of family devotion more simple or more graceful. It 
seemed to harmonize with the beauty of the country, and the 
temperature of the air, and breathed at once the inflocence 
and joy of paradise. 

4H2e Shortly 
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Shortly after similar little concerts rose from the town below, 
and from the different parts of the island, and continued at in- 
tervals for an hour or more, sometimes swelling upon the ear, 
and sometimes dying away in distance, and mingling with the 
murmurs of the sea. One would almost imagine that Milton, 
who had visited all this coast, had these concerts in mind when 
he speaks of 


“ Celestial voices to the midnight air 
Sole or responsive each to other’s note 
Singing their great Creator.” 


Next morning I was awakened earlier than usual by the 
rays of the sun shining, full into my room, and getting up I 
placed wyself in the balcony to enjoy the air and the prospect, 
Misenus and Baie rose before me; the Elysian fields and the 
groves of Cume extended between them in full view still fresh 
with dew, and bright with the beams of the new risen sun. 
No scene perhaps surpasses that which is now under my eye 
in natural beauties, and few equal it in those embellishments 
which the action of the human mind superadds to the graces 
of nature. These intellectual charms are the most impressive, 
and even the most permanent; without them, the exhibitions 
of the material world become an empty pageant, that pleases 
the eye for amoment and passes away, leaving perhaps a slight 
recollection, but producing no improvement. 





INTERESTING TRIAL. 


COURT OF KING’S BENCH, June 12, 1813. 
BUDD Vv. FOULKS,. 


B thes attorney-general stated, that this action was brought 

by the plainuff, as treasurer of the College of Physici- 
ans, to recover a penalty of 500I. from the defendant, for keep- 
ing, in her house, more than one lunatic, she not having a li- 
cense from the commissioners appointed by the 14th Geo. IIL 
cap. 49. As the law now stood, with the exception of the 
great public charities, no house could be kept for the reception 
of lunatics, without the guards established by that act. They 
were under the superintendance of the College of Physicians, 
liable to be visited by members of that learned body, appointed 
fer thet purpose, and no lunatics could be received wiihout the 
certificate from a physician. He thought the public evea 
much indebted to the college, for having commenced this ac- 
tiGn. 
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tion. It was their duty to bring it; and he did not doubt but 
a jury would be happy in enforcing this salutary act by their 
verdict. This action was not brought by a common informer, 
who was too generally a depraved and idle man, who merely 
brought an action for his private advantage ; bat it was brought 
by the learned body for the public good, and the penalty would 
go to the funds of that body, and not to the emolument of 
any individual. It might be said, that detendant had-not the 
means of paying so large a penalty, but so salutary alaw ought 
not to become a dead letter, and it was at this period most ne- 
cessary to enforce it, for he was sorry to say, that the keeping 
of unlicensed houses for the reception of lunatics had become 
quite a trade in the environs of the metropolis, and in them 
he feared that many persons were locked up, w ho ought not. 
He had been told that a person at the head of our public bos- 
pitals owned the house, recommended the patients, and re- 
ceived the profits. No person could lawfully keep a house for 
the reception of lunatics, without a license. He would prove, 
by a female witness, who had been called in to take care of a 
lady in an unsound mind, that three unfortunate lunatics were 
confined in defendant’s house. And how were they treated? 
Not as in the great public institutions, supported by the hand 
of charity, where those unfortunate beiugs were supplied with 
every comfort, compatible with their unfortunate situation; 
but, as might be expected, in a habitation where the only ob- 
ject was to make as much money by their residence as possible, 
these three unfortunate ladies were fastened to a table with 
strait waistcoats upon them, unable to lift their hands to wipe 
their mouths, whenever the mistress was engaged in the busi- 
ness of her house, or whenever she might choose to go out to 
take the air. How many unfortunate persons might be placed 
in the same dreadiul situation, it was impossible to say. Un- 
less the jury would do their duty, in vain had the legislature 
enacted the safeguard of visitors,—in vein might that court 
giant a writ of Habeas Corpus,—in vain was a certificate re- 
guired, if any troublesome relation might be dragged to one 
vt these unlicensed houses, which from being unkuown, could 
not be the object of any of those restraints. 

Mr. Roberts, solicior to the college, produced the book of 
annals, and proved the band-writing of Dr. Harvey, the regis- 
ar, to the appointment of plaintiff, as treasurer. 

Dr. Powell, secretary to the commissioners for licensing 
houses tor the reception of lunatics, proved that no license had 
been granted to ihe defendant 

Mr. Roberis swore, that he went to defendant’s house, in Ivy- 
lane, Hoxton, in the parish of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, on the 
24th of February, 1813; be said to defendant that he believed 
she received luuatic ladies; she said she did. He asked if 
she 











514 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


she had any room ; she said she had not, as she could only ae 
commocdate three, having only herself aud maid to look after 
them. He asked if she thought that she should soon hayea 
vacancy ; she said she thought she should. He said he would 
call again. On the 2d of March he calied again; she reco}. 
lected him, and said she had no vacancy. He asked how she 
came to keep such a house without a licence. She was much 
confused, and said she could not aflord to pay for a: license, 
which was 10l. he said she had incurred a penalty of 500), and 
served her with the process: she said she was not worth that 
sum, and would be ruined. He asked if Mr. Dunstan, master 
of St. Luke’s Hospital, kept the house; she said he did not; he 
was the landlord, and recommended patients, but had nothing 
to do with the management or profits of the house; she said 
no medical gentleman attehded the house; her patients were 
not il! enough to require medical assistance. 

S. Smithson went to defendant’s house, by the order of Mr. 
Dunstan, on the Ifith of November, 1811; he and the defend- 
ant directed her to take a lady into the country, whom defend- 
ant said she bad confined six months. There were four ladies 
at that time in the house of the defendant; some of them had 
strait waistcoats, some had Jocks; the lady whom she took 
away was double waistcoated, had a lock which crossed the two 
wrists, and at night she had a lock on her legs. Witness took 
the lacy into the country, attended her 42 weeks, when she was 
peasly well: she was at plaintiff’s house on the SOth of Sep- 
tember for the last time; there were then five ladies. 

Mr, Marryat objected to the giving any evidence of what 
happened on the 30th of September, because the declaration 
was of Easter Term; and unless the plaintiff could prove that 
the writ issued before, not within six months, the time specified 
by the act, within which the action must be brought. 

Lord Ellenborough.—Tie conversation with Mr. Roberts 
was on the 24th of February, and from that he must under- 
stand that the house was then full of Innatics; the condition 
of the house on the SOth of September had also its relevancy 
as shewing its character. 

S. Smithson.—Some of the ladies had waistcoats on; all 
were treated as Junatics. When defendant was engaged, the 
jadies were secured. One was double waistcoated; had ber 
hands locked, and was tied to a very large chair. 

Lord Ellenborough.--It must Le supposed that they were 
restrained in such a way as if is necessary such unfortunate 
persons should be. 

The attoriey-genera} said he examined in order to shew that 
those ladies were improperly restrained, in consequence of the 
want of proper attendance. 

S. Smithson.— That was the case. 
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Lord Ellenborough.—The question of cruelty ought not to 
be wixed with the present question, which is merely a civil ac- 
tion for the breach of an uct of parliament. If any cruelty 
had been exercised, it was the subject of a distinct indict- 
ment. 

S. Smithson did not call afterwards at defendant’s, in conse- 
quence of a disagreement arising from her thinking that 
she had not been sufficiently rewarded for her attendance on 
the lady. 

The writ was then put in, dated March 1, 1815. 

Mr. Marryat said the appointment of Dr. Budd had not 
been read, so the entry in the book not being a record, his 
election must be proved. 

Mr. Roberts and Dr. Powell proved that Dr. Badd had ex- 
ercised the office of treasurer in several instances. ‘This evi- 
dence, together with the entry in the annals, Lord Ellenbo- 
rough thought sufficient. 

Mr. Marryat then objected that the suit was to be com- 
menced in the name of the treasurer, by order of the presi- 
dent. 

The order of Sir F. Millman, the president, to commence 
the action, was proved by Mr. Roberts, who also proved that 
Sir F. Millman had acted as president, and his appointment 
was read-out of the book of annals. 

Mr. Marryat said it might be a question, whether the action 
was brought against the proper person; but he rejoiced that 
this action had been brought, as it would notify to the public 
that such an act exists, for this was the first action that had 
been brought upon it. He therefore thought that the public 
would be benefited, and the college deserved to be praised for 
bringing the action. ‘That the penalty had been incurred, the 
evidence of Mr. Roberts had put beyond a doubt; but the 
question was, who was the person to be sued? The person to 
be sued was the person really keeping the house, and the action 
would not lie against a servant, not even an upper servant, By 
the evidence of S. Smithson, it appeared that Mr. Dunstan was 
the owner, 

Lord Ellenborough.—The act says, “ if any person shall, 
upon any pretence whatsoever, conceal, harbour, entertain, or 
confine in any house ;” he should therefore hold, that any per- 
son having the management of sach jiouse was liable. 

Mr. Marryat.—Supposing that she was merely the servant of 
Dunstan, would she still be liable ? 

Lord Etlenborough did not say if she were merely the ser- 
vant, but, if she had the mauagement, he should hold her lia 
ble. 

Lord Ellenborough, in his charge to the jury, declared, that 
this action was breught ou a very wholesome statute; that the 
U ia- 
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indigence of the offender had nothing (o do wiih the case, as 
the law was positive, and unless the penaltics were high, the 
Jaw would be nugatory. The advantages of the act were ap- 
parent, for otherwise a person might be curried away toa mad- 
house, and be deprived of the advantage of Visitation ; for 
the house could not be open to visitation, unless knowledge of 
such house were conveyed to the commissioners, by means of 
alicense. The jury had no right to presume that any cruelty 
had been exercised, and he hoped there had not been any. Bat 
the law had said, that any person concevling more than ove lu- 
natic, should be liable to a penalty of 500l, Lt was, therefore, 
the absolute duty of the college to biing the action, as it was 
the duty of him and the jury to give effect to thelaw. Hehad 
looked with great anxiety to see that the case was proved, and 
he thought it was iully proved. 

The jury asked, whether they had the power to mitigate the 
penalty? 

Lord Ellenborough told them, the legislature had affixed the 
penalty, and that they had no power to mitigate it. 

The jury hesitating, his lordship said, that neither they or 
the court, if it should be brought before it, had any power to 
Mitigate the penalty. The jury did vot know the facts of the 
case, for they would recollect that he prevented the counsel for 
plaintiff from going into matters of aggiavation, 

The jary fouad a verdict for plaintiff for the penalty of 
500). 





CHARMERS OF SERPENTS. 
{From Jackson’s Account of the Empire of Morocco.] 


FICHE aisawie, or the charmers of serpents have a consi- 
deruble sanctuary at Fas, They go to Suse in large 
bodies about the month of July to collect serpents, which they 
pretend to render harmiess by a certain form of woods, incan- 
tation, or invocation to (Seedy ben Aisah) their tutelary saint. 
They have an annual feast, at which time they dance aud shake 
their heads quickly, during a certain period, ‘til tn y become 
giddy, whea they ran about the towns frantic, attacking any 
person that amy. bave a black or dark dress on; they bite, 
scratch, and. devour any thiug that comes in their way. They 
will attack an dajumma, or portable fire, and tear the lighted 
charcoal to pieces with their hands and mouths. L have seen 
thew take the serpents which they carry about, and devour 
them alive, the blood seaming down their clothes. 
The imeredible accounts of their feats would fill a volume; 
the foilowing observations may suffice yw give the reader at 
g idea 


















































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 517 


fea of these extraordinary fanatics. ‘The Buska and the El 


Effah here described, are enticed out of their holes by them; 
they handle them with impunity, though their bite is ascer- 
tained to be mortal; they put them into a cane basket, and 
throw it over their shoulders : these serpents they carry about 
the country, and exhibit them to the people. I have seen them 
play with them, and suffer them to twist round their bodies in 
all directions, without receiving any injury from them. I have 
often enquired how they managed to do this, but never could 
get any direct or satisfactory answer; they assure you, how- 
ever, that faith in their saint, and the powerful influence of the 
name of the divinity, [sim Allah, enables them to work these 
miracles: they maintain themselves in a miserable way, by do- 
nations from the spe¢tators before whom they exhibit. This 
art of fascinating serpents was known by the ancient Africans, 
as appears from the Marii and Psilii, who were Africans, and 
shewed proofs of it at Rome. 





REFLECTION, 


HE that would be habitually virtuous must keep a constaitt 
guard over himself, and most seriously remember that 
God is omniscient. 





PARROTS. 


: To THE PRINTER, 
SiR, 


Circumstance having lately happened of a parrot, which 

my father has bad in his possession near 13 years, laying 

three eggs, and deeming it a singular thing, I should feel 

obliged by your mentioning itin the Weekly Entertainer, 

and requesting to know, through that valuable miscellany, whe- 

ther a similar circumstance has ever been known to happen in 
this country. 


R. R. BROAD. 





Answer, by Joseph Drew, of Mr. Chivers’s School, St. Austell, 
to the Question inserted February |. 


S the four sides are in arithmetical progression, it is well 
known that the square-root of the rectangle of the four 
ver gives the area; therefore 4” 12-+-13-+-14+- 1o=—=180, 99, 
ence the area is 181 very nearly, 
Vol. 53. 41 


sides 


Answer, 
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Answer, by Eleanor Lee, of Payhembury, to J. Channon’s Rebus, inserted the 
22d of February. 


Ts town of COLYTON, or I mistake, 
The parts selected in your rebus make. 











Answer, by P——~—b—k, of Cambarse, 10 W. Bickbam's Rebus, inserted 
April 12. 


OR D how unbounded and immense 
Is thy unerring SAPLENCE! 


*+* A similar answer has been received from Philomath, of Weston Zoy- 
land; R.K. Broad, of Falmouth; and F. L. Veysey, of Rackenford. 


Ne ee _ 





Answer, by S. Duck, of Poole, to M. B.’s Rebus, inserted April 26. 


OLDSMITH is by your rebus nam'd, 
Who was for witand learamg fam’d. 


*.* We have received the like answer from R.R. Broad, of Falmouth; 
F. L. Veysey, of Rackenford; W. Bickham, of Spring Gardens, near Ash. 
burton; J. Newland, late of Holbeton academy; G. Byres, and W. Loder, 
of Okeford Fitzpaine; R. Gidley, jun. of Dean Prior; Philomath, of Wes. 
ton Zuyland; and P h-——k, of Camborne. . 








4u, ANAGRAM, &y G. Eyres, of Okeford Fisxpaine. 


. of noise transpose aright, 
42 An English bird you'll bring to sight. 





A CHARADE, by M.'B. of Sherborne. 





N Y first is abways useful found, 
Andin plenty doth abound, 

In many parts of Albivn’s isle, 

Where every blessing deigns to smile ; 

My second’s of the feather'd tcain, 

Which you will easuy explat : 

The parts if you connect with care, 

What's in my first you will declare. 








4A REBUS, by J. Postlethwaite, of the Royal Marines, Stonebouse. 


HEN Britons leave their native land 
‘To quell Britannia’s foes, 
‘They gladly oft within my first 
TFhetr weary tHmbs repose, 


When to the feld they bravely go, 
Where cannon loudly rattle, 

They have my next, if Frenchmen fun, 
And cede to them the battle. 


Lastly, ye bards of mystic lore, 
A prenguo you'll explain, 
These parts transpose, and quickly you 
My age will ascertain, 
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A CALL TO THE LOVERS OF LIBERTY. 


RITANNIA rise! of old renown’d, 
Before thy arms oppression falls: 
Thy lion rouse, the Gaul confound, 
Awake! thy ancient glory calls. 


Ye who now crouch to Gallia’s frown, 
Shake off your chains, once more be free; 
Disdain to gild the tyrant’s throne, 
Or to an upstart bow the knee. 


The fate of Gallia’s potent hest 
Has struck th’ astonish’d world with awel 
And proves how weak the tyrant’s boast, 
Whov dar’d to give Muscovia lay. 


While the high-sogunding trump of fame 
Britannia’s vict’ries loud proclaims ; 

Exulting speaks her glorious name, 
Her triumphs on Iveria’s plains. 


Her deeds of arms, renown’d of yore, 
Engrav’d shall stand "till time shall fall ; 

When Edward, Henry, Marlbro’s pow’r, 
Hurl’d vengeance on insidious Gaul, 


Howe, Duncan, Vincent, Warren, Nile, 
Names dreadful to the Gallic slaves, 
By vict’ries won have crown’d their isle, 

The awful mistress of the waves. 


Have ye not heard what deeds were wrought 
By that undaunted little band, 

Who for the cause of freedom fought, 
When Nelson led by Nilus’ strand? 


Have ye forgot the tears ye shed, 
When Nelson, vict’ry’s fav’ rite, died ? 
When Britain’s heroes conqu’ring bled, 
And stain’d Trafalgar’s foaming tide ? 


Do ye not hear fame loudly sing 
Your herves’ praise, and battles won ? 
She bids the earth resounding ring 


With Graham, Hiil, and Wellington, 


Yes, yes, ye Britons! nobly born, 

In freedom’s cause go forth again: 
The tyrant’s rod indignant scorn, 

Your fathers’ won what you maintain. 


O Britain! ’twas thy little band, 
That first the conqu’ring legions broke ; 

Yes, Britain, yes, thy single baud 

First dar’d to break oppression’s yoke. 
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Thy sons, whom numbers ne’er could fright, 
Made thousands to their valour yield ; 
Vimera’s plains, Barossa’s fight, 
Left Britons masters of the field, 


Att Talavera Gallia fled, 
Albeuta owns Britannia’s name ; 
. Where Britons brave, by vict’ry led, 
Their deeds consign’d to endless fame- 


‘The feats on Salamanca’s plains 
Let poets sing, and herves tell: 
Ye bards repeat, in lofty strains, 
How Wellesley led, Le Marchant fell. 


Now, now to war, Germania rise} 

Nerve the strong arm, and wield the spear : 
It is for you that treedom cries ; 

Go forth, contend for all that’s dear! 


Genius of Fred’ric! wake to arms! 
Rise awful from thy !aurel’d grave! 

While manly zea) the patriot warms, 
Terrific come, thy country save. 


The world’s great cause is now at stake ; 
If ye neglect this ast great call 

That harass’d liberty can make, 
For ever wear the yoke of Gaul: 


For ever fee] oppression’s hand, 
Unpitied, tyranny obey ; 

Let despotism scourge your land, 
And slav’ry to your sons convey! 


? Twas first on Lusitania’s shore 
Expiring freedom shed a ray 

O’er kingdoms that her loss deplore, 
That sink beneath despotic sway : 


> Twas there for Europe Britons bled, 

And siuce have broke th’ oppressive chain 
There conquer’d, by a Well)’sley led— 

Let not their glorious strife be vain! 


In freedom’s sacred temple born, 
Thus Britons have defied their foe, 
From faithless Gaul have laurels torn, 
To deck each valiant warrior’s brow, 


Then smile Britannia, while you see 
Your bold example rouse the brave ; 

And nations own, ** inspir’d by thee 
We'll nobly fall, or freedum have.” 


Coldridge, May 18, 1813. }. CHAPPLE, 


ee ee 
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EXTEMPORE. 


On its being observed that everv Lady's Name which bad } 


. ad been ven aia 
Toast, during Dinner, began witha B. ‘ 


OW strange it is Dame Fortune should decree 
That all our favournes have begun with B. 


But how to solve this paradox of our 
The dce hghts oftens on the sweetest fuwers. 
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